We thank Dr. Andrade for his remarks. We would like to point out that those who are actively involved with transcultural research are facing the problem of inter-rater reliability. The issue of inter-rater reliability is a complex one and has not been solved to a high level of satisfaction in this field. The major problem being the language and different interpretations of the same symptom in different languages as well as in the same language. Thus we have come to realise that depending on the language and culture the "meaning" of some of the symptoms itself becomes different. Under these circumstances reaching the "ideal" methodology in this field is a stupendous task and would require rigorous ethnographic studies (William O. Beeman, Culture and Depression; Ed. Kleinman) which would again not guarantee a "foolproof" methodology. Keeping these shortcomings in mind we are at present, involved in a study where we are trying to compare the symptomatology of depression in four different cultures from different countries. We have had personal exchange of views regarding the culture and the actual meaning of each symptom in different cultures, to tackle the problem of inter-rater reliability which is not easy to achieve. Even if the study is conducted by the same interviewer at different centres, which may not be practical, it is difficult to find a person who has indepth knowledge of both the languages as well as cultures. We have learnt a lot from exchange of views with others in the field and more and more questions are getting raised with few solutions. We would appreciate if other researchers and Dr. Andrade could communicate their views and suggestions about this complex problem to us. With this background We tend to agree that any data regarding transcultural studies should be viewed with caution. But, as we have mentioned in the introduction, we have tried to improve upon the previous shortcomings and we are trying to find ways of improving the methodology still.
Regarding the second query, it appears that the confusion regarding the significance has been caused by printing mistake. One finds that instead of the symbols for significance remaining same for all the tables, there is a printing mistake in the footnotes of the first table. The sign for significance at P less than .05 is missing and it has been exchanged with that of .01, creating confusion. Still, we would be happy if you can send us your calculations for reference so that we can double check the results on the computer.
Cordially yours, Sohan Derasari (M.D.) 34, White House, Panchvati, Panch Rasta, Ahmedabad-380 006
Penfluridol in the Treatment of Schizophrenics
Sir, Prof. S. D. Sharma's article Penfluridol in the treatment of schizophrenics in the October, 1988 issue of IJP raises some serious questions. Chronic schizophrenics maintained on trifluoperazine were included in the trial. The drug Was discontinued till relapse occurred. The
